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CFUW CHARLOTTETOWN
 THE FIRST 60 YEARS 

THE FIRST DECADE  1955-65  Doris Anderson

Sometime in 1954, Dr. Martha Law, CFUW President, wrote
to the Deputy Minister of Education, Dr. Lloyd Shaw, asking for the
names of some university women graduates in P.E.I. whom she
could get in touch with for the purpose of organizing a branch of
CFUW in Charlottetown.  Dr. Shaw sent me this letter and I
remember meeting with Miss Helen Yeo,  Mrs. Helen Lawson,
Mrs. Frank MacKinnon and several others to discuss Dr. Law's
request.

At that meeting it was decided that it was not the time for yet
another women's organization in Charlottetown.  I notified Dr. Law
of our decision.

Then, in July 1955, I was attending the Canadian Home
Economics Association Convention in Toronto.  During the Annual
Meeting I was paged, requesting that I meet Dr. Martha Law after the
banquet in the Hotel Coffee Shop.  Dr. Law wasn't about to take
"No" for an answer.  

She told me that P.E.I. was the only province without a Branch
of CFUW.  She detailed all the advantages of member-ship in a
national organization.  After about an hour we parted with the com-
mitment that I would call a meeting to determine whether there was
sufficient interest in the Charlottetown area for the formation of a
University Women's Club.
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First Meeting

The first meeting was held on March 24, 1955 in the Vocational
School adjacent to Prince of Wales College.  As I remember, about
20 women attended this meeting, and the decision was taken to form
"The University Women's Club of Charlottetown".  A Constitution
and By-Laws were drawn up and passed on January 15, 1956.  The
annual dues were set at $4.00! Club membership at the second annual
meeting May 20, 1957 was 26.

During the first two years some interesting meetings were held
as described in newspaper accounts:  History of Puppet Shows by
member Peg Lothian;  Painting for Fun by member Frieda Creel-
man; and A Trip to the United Nations by member Helen Yeo
describing her experience as a delegate to the Status of Women
Commission of the UN.

One of the activities of those early days was the sponsoring of
Musical Evenings - two in 1957, one in 1960, 1962, 1963 and 1965.
Total proceeds at the first concert was $85 (113 tickets at 75 cents).

Establishment of Scholarship Fund.  First Book Fair.

At the March 1958 meeting it was decided to award a scholarship
to a female Prince of
Wales College student
at least every second
year.  To support the
Club's Scholarship
Fund, the first Book
Fair was held in
D e c e m b e r  1 9 5 8 . 
Mainly children's books
with a few adult books
were sold at this first
Book Fair.  This
venture "was a success
financially", according
to a Guardian news-
paper article.

Left to right: front row seated: Helen Yeo,, Mrs. Cyrus
MacMillan, Mrs. J. E. Burnett, Mrs. J.A. Lawson.
Standing: Mrs. R.D. Donnelly, Mrs.R.S. Acorn, Mrs.
David MacLeod, Mrs. W.G. Hogg, Dr. Lily Seaman
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The first CFUW President to visit our Club was Mrs. A.S.
Morton of Saskatchewan in October 1959.

The Arts in P.E.I.

In 1961 Lucille Hogg prepared a very interesting report on The
Creative Arts in Prince Edward Island for use by a CFUW 
Discussion Group who were looking at the complete picture of "The
Arts" in Canada.  In this report Lucille noted that:

"There is no professional theatre in P.E.I. Professional actors are
not  able to earn a living here.  There is a small audience which is
hungry for good theatre but it is not large enough to attract many
professional groups...Little Theatre productions in Charlottetown are
well attended...There is very little activity in the field of creative
writing in P.E.I.
And then Lucille wrote:

"Plans are being made for a "Fathers of Confederation Memorial
Building" to be built as a National Monument in Charlottetown
to be completed by 1964, to honour the founding fathers of the
Nation and the Centennial of their Charlottetown Conference of
1864.  The design for this building is to be chosen from a
national competition.  The completed building will contain a
large and a small theatre, an art gallery, museum, archives,

library, workshops for art
and theatre groups.  This
bui lding,"   Luci lle
c o n c l u d e d ,  " w i l l
undoubtedly encourage
greatly the furtherance of
music, theatre and art.”

How prophetic Lucille's
word of 1961 were.  Over
70,000 attended the 1995
Summer Festival.

Executive 1963: LEFT TO RIGHT: Mrs. Frank
MacKinnon, Mrs. Jack Cook, Mrs. H.H. Cook, Mrs.
W.G. Hogg, Miss Doris Anderson.
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Active Members

In 1962, Helen Yeo (a Charter Member) was appointed Vice
President of the Canadian Federation of Business and Profes-sional
Women and National Chairperson of the United Nations Committee
of that organization.

A revered member, Dr. Lily Seaman, who taught English, Latin,
Greek and History at Prince of Wales College for more that 50 years,

died suddenly January 4, 1962.  An oil portrait of Dr. Seaman was
commissioned by the University Women's Club of
Charlottetown and was presented to Prince of Wales College
on November 19, 1962.

In January 1965, Dr.
Jean MacKay spoke to
Club members on the topic
"Continuing Education for
Women".  Dr. MacKay
stated that girls should be
educated to make the most
of themselves in every way
and to realize their greatest
potential as individuals. 

"Educated women must be the pacemakers,"  she concluded. 
We would all concur with Dr. MacKay's assessment, I am sure.

É

1964 Executive: left to right: Doris Anderson,
Miriam Hyde, Helen Yeo, Mrs. W.G. Hogg, Mrs.
T.N.Lothian, President.
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THE SECOND DECADE  1965-75  Lucille Hogg

The 1965-75 decade began with a highly satisfying increase in
membership, and a revised constitution. 

We were studying the French Canadian problem, or more
correctly, the French Canadian fact.  In March 1965, we concluded
that changes were needed.  Progress must be made in the direction of
biculturalism.  There must be changes in  federal-provincial relations,
and we need to recover a sense of national purpose, or to have a
common goal for all Canadians.  Canada, a civilized and progressive
nation, should strive to show other countries that two ethnic cultures
can live together through understanding and mutual respect.  Thirty
years later, we can only think that the more things change, the more
they remain the same!

In 1967 we presented a TV
series on professions for women, in
an attempt to create a greater
understanding of the need for
women to be educated, and to look
beyond the traditional areas of
women's work.

The P.E.I. Marriage Act

In the same year, Helen
Lawson, Provincial Director, began
to correspond with the provincial
government about the P.E.I.
Marriage Act.  At that time there was no minimum age below which
a child might not marry, with consent, if she were pregnant, and no
minimum age below which the marriage was not legally binding if
the child had co-habited with the spouse after marriage, or if the
marriage had been consummated.  

Our recommendation was that the minimum age for marriage be
fixed at 16 years, and that the consent to the marriage of a minor be
broadened to include the consent of both parents, if living together. 

Provincial laws of particular interest to
women were part of a study in 1966.
Officers of the Club were (l to r) Barbara
Worth, Dr. Jean Halliday MacKay, Mrs.
R.D. Donnelly, Mrs. W. Baker and Jennie
Gordon.
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If not living together, the consent of the parent with whom the child
is living should be sufficient.

Status of Women Seminars

In 1967, the first provincial Status of Women Seminar was held
in Charlottetown.  At this time, only the wages of waitresses and
laundry workers were protected by the minimum wage law, and
female sales clerks were receiving $30 to $40 a week.  

In the fall, a second P.E.I. Status of Women Seminar was held. 
A panel discussion regarding marriage, domicile, desertion and cus-
tody of children was chaired by Miss Helen Yeo.  Panelists were
Mrs. J.A. (Helen) Lawson, Miss Elizabeth Henderson, Mrs. Ross
(Olive) Stewart and Mrs. Ian (Dorothy) MacLeod. (It is
interesting to note that the activities of married women were reported
in the newspaper by the use of their husband's first name or initials). 
The dinner speaker was Dr. Jean MacKay.  The seminar, including
two meals, cost participants $3 each!

UNICEF

Also in 1967, CFUW members took an active interest in selling
UNICEF cards and were instrumental in establishing the UNICEF
Committee in P.E.I.  Miss Helen Yeo was one of the first chair-
persons;  Mr. and Mrs. Lawson were active as treasurers for many
years, and Lucille Hogg was Hallowe'en chairman during the early
years of the Committee.

Brief to the Royal Commission on the Status of Women

In 1968 we submitted a brief to the Royal Commission on the
Status of Women in Canada, when the Commission, chaired by
Florence Bird, came to Charlottetown.  The brief dealt with:

a) the minimum age of marriage as it related to women
b) domicile in relation to married women
c) inheritance law as it applies to widows and estate tax benefits
d) exemption in income tax
e) women in the labor force
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f) educational opportunities for women
g) aspects of child welfare
h) women and juries

Abortion

In 1971, a committee chaired by Dr. Jean MacKay, did a
special study of the Report of the Royal Commission on the Status
of Women, which dealt with abortion.  The conclusion of the
committee was:

"A majority believe that early abortion is not murder and that to
bring an unwanted child into the world is a grievous evil.  The
committee would like to expand the statement that `birth control
will be practiced by Canadian women through increasingly
reliable and readily available methods' by adding and men."

We wanted more emphasis on preventing pregnancy rather than ter-
minating it.

Brief to the University and College Planning Committee

In 1969, a submission was prepared and presented to the
University and College Planning Committee.  One of the many
recommendations made was that the University establish a centre of
oral and traditional history for the Island, so that Island folklore,
genealogy and history will not be lost before it is committed to paper.

In 1973, Doris Anderson presented a paper at the Atlantic
Regional Conference which had the
theme "Pollution, Survival in the
70s".

Inkerman House and
Confederation

In 1973, we planned the
publication of a Centennial book
about Colonel Gray, Inkerman

National President Ruth Bell (centre)
discussed CFUW affairs with Barbara
MacNevin (left) and Helen Yeo (right).
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House and Confederation, written by Helen Lawson.  Inkerman
House was Helen's summer home, and the site of several club
meetings.  The booklet was reprinted, and the proceeds of sales were
donated to our Scholarship Fund. (We also sold International
Women's Year pins, adding those profits to the Scholarship Fund.)

In 1973, under the presidency of Uldine Dickieson, we also
commenced planning for a project of career counselling for high
school girls.  

A sad ending to this decade was the death of one of our
members, Margaret MacMillan Pratt, in 1974.  A graduate
scholarship was established in her memory.

É

CFUW Charlottetown Past Presidents gather for 20th

Anniversary celebration: left to right: Barbara MacNevin,
Olive Stewart, Dorothy MacLeod, Doris Anderson, Helen Yeo.
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THE THIRD DECADE  1975-1985  Maryanne Palmer

International Women's Year Project 
Focus Your Future Seminar

In 1975, CFUW Charlottetown worked toward our International
Women's Year Project - a Seminar called Focus Your Future which
was funded by a grant from the Secretary of State.  Claudette
Callbeck was the Chair of this project, which was held at Belcourt
Lodge in South Rustico, September 12th to 14th.  

This Seminar was aimed at Grade Eleven girls, and two girls and
a guidance counsellor or interested teachers from all Island High
Schools were invited. It was designed to augment the career guidance
that the girls received through the schools, and the participants were
asked to relay to their peers what they had learned.  The Seminar
took the form of a series of workshops on traditional and non-
traditional career choices.  High School principals were invited to
Sunday lunch, at which the Minister Responsible for the Status of
Women, George Proud, was the speaker.

This was a very successful project, and received a lot of positive
feedback.  It was also a very interesting and satisfying experience for
the club.

Atlantic Regional Conference 
Women in the Creative Arts

In 1977, CFUW Charlottetown played host to the Atlantic
Regional Conference entitled "Women in the Creative Arts".  Sherry
Irvine was the president of the club that year.  Jean Steer from
Saskatchewan, the National President, addressed the conference,
which encompassed dramatic readings, a skit on women writers,
slides illustrating the designing and tailoring of ecclesiastical
vestments, a handcraft display, a visual arts display, a musical salute
to the cultural life of Nova Scotia, and an exhibition of masks from
Wolfville's Mermaid Theatre.
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Silver Jubilee

In 1980, we celebrated out Silver Jubilee on April 24th with a
dinner to which all living charter members and past presidents were
invited.  It was held at the Rodd Motor Inn, and Eileen Clark,
National President, was the guest speaker.

Child at Risk Seminar

In 1981, on Thursday, March 26 at 8 p.m. CFUW Charlottetown
presented a public seminar on the Report of the Standing Senate
Committee on Health, Welfare and Science Child at Risk.  Senator
Lorne Bonnell, chair of that committee, spoke, and there was a panel
discussion by Jim Mair from the Department of Social Services,
Lynne MacDonald from the LaLeche League, and Dr. S.A.
Malcolmson, a psychiatrist.

Atlantic Mini-Conference

In 1982, on November 25, we held
a mini-conference at which Provincial
Directors, Presidents and Vice-
Presidents from clubs in the four
Atlantic Provinces met to discuss the
following issues:  Women's issues in
the community;  the "new concept" of
networking;  concerns about cutbacks

in education;  the importance of encouraging girls to study math and
science.

Members Honoured

In 1983 Doris Anderson was invested as a Member of the Order
of Canada, and honoured at a reception by the Home Economics
Association.  Also in 1983, on April 24th, Helen Lawson died, and
at the AGM of May 17, 1984, an award of $100 was established in
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her memory, to be given to the PEI Music Festival Association to be
awarded in an area of greatest need.  The Music Festival chose the
field of adult choirs.

Also noted at that time was a motion to the effect that a
scholarship of significant value to established as a memorial to Helen
Lawson when monies from the Pratt Estate become available, this
scholarship to be named the Helen A. Lawson Memorial
Scholarship.

And in 1984 CFUW Charlottetown obtained its first lottery
license!

É
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THE FOURTH DECADE  1985-95  Dorothy MacLeod

In the spring of 1985 members attended and were very
involved in the Atlantic Regional Conference held at Mount
Saint Vincent University.  The keynote speaker was Dr.
Margaret E. Fulton who gave a stirring discourse on the
"Changing Role of Women".

Thirtieth Anniversary

The Charlottetown Club also celebrated its thirtieth
anniversary with a dinner honouring one of its hardest-working
members, Helen Yeo, with a life membership.

In an effort to increase our profile and to have the aims
and goals of CFUW more widely known in the province,
Marilyn Mitchell, publicity chair, wrote several articles, one of
which made reference to the CFUW Triennial Conference held
in Calgary, at which the topic of child pornography was
discussed, and CFUW action was planned.

Crisis Management Seminars

Planning began throughout the fall and winter of 1985-86
for a series of Crisis Management Seminars, which were
presented over a five week period in the fall of 1986.  With
financial help from the Women's Program of the Department
of Secretary of State, we were able to offer these seminars to
the public for a nominal registration fee of only $5.
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The five seminars
dealt with The Death
o f  a  S p o u s e , 
Separation from a
S p o u s e ,  M o n e y
M a n a g e m e n t ,
R e t i r e m e n t ,  a n d
Insurance.  

Again, CFUW
Charlottetown was

commended on its excellent organization and presentation.

The Persons Award

In October 1986 Barbara
MacDougall, federal member
responsible for The Status of
Women, announced that Miss
Helen Yeo was one of 5
Canadian women to receive
the Persons Award.  The
award was presented by the
Governor General, Jeanne
Sauvé, and Miss Yeo was
accompanied to Ottawa by
Maryanne Palmer who had
prepared the documentation
for the application. 
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Summerside Club

Throughout the fall and winter of
1987-88, Provincial Director Ellen
Cousins began organizing a branch in
Summerside. The CFUW Lady Slipper
chapter received its charter in August,
1988, with Sally Ann Webster as its
first president. Regrettably, the chapter
is no longer active.

Philosophy of Education

In February 1989 CFUW Charlottetown submitted its
views on the subject of a philosophy of education for the
Province.  It was recommended that the first three years of
elementary education be strengthened to enable them to meet
the needs of children with very diverse social and economic
backgrounds.  It was also recommended that a much lower
student-teacher ratio be implemented at the grade 1 level to
allow necessary readiness work, and that the educational
system be made more accountable to the students, parents and
public.

The Report of the P.E.I. Task Force on Education

In June 1992, continuing the work of the education
committee mentioned above, Lucille Hogg, Heather Huestis,
Barbara MacNevin, Zelda MacNevin, Joanne MacRae and
Dr. Cathy Schaap prepared and presented a submission to the
Steering Committee on the Report of the P.E.I. Task Force on
Education.

Nita Ellis, Pres. CFUW S’Side,
Sally Ann Webster, RD PEI, Ellen
Cousins, Pres. CFUW Ch’town 
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Presentation to Standing Committee on Human
Resources Development

In December 1994 a brief was prepared and presented to
the Standing Committee on Human Resources Development by
Zelda MacNevin, Lucille Hogg, and Dorothy MacLeod,
Regional Director. In it we presented out concerns for the
proposed block funding and its effects on post secondary
education, particularly on P.E.I.

And in December 1994 our life member, Helen Yeo, died
at the age of 96.

Members Honored

Elaine Hammond has received several prizes for short
stories and children's literature.

Joanne MacRae was one of the first lay members to be
appointed to the Council of the P.E.I. Law Society.

In 1986 Doris Anderson received the
Alberta MacFarlane Memorial Award for
special contributions made to nutritional
knowledge and care of the Island
community.

Zelda MacNevin was appointed
National Chair of the CFUW Constitution
and By-Laws Committee.

Doris Anderson and Lucille Hogg
both received Canada 125 medals, Doris
for community service and Lucille for her
work with Epilepsy P.E.I.

Most recently, Doris Anderson has
been appointed to the Senate of Canada.
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Scholarship Fund

Throughout these four decades
the club has organized craft sales,
annual Book Fairs,  and more recently
has instituted a biennial garage sale in
order to raise funds for our two
scholarships, The Frieda Creelman
Memorial  Scholarship  (an
undergraduate scholarship established
in 1967 whose value has just been
increased to $1,000), and The
Margaret MacMillan Pratt
Graduate Scholarship (established in
1976 whose value has just been

increased to $1,200).  CFUW Charlottetown also provides a
$100 annual award for excellence in choral singing at the
P.E.I. Music Festival in memory of Helen Lawson, this award
having been established in 1985.

Over the past 40 years CFUW Charlottetown has given
young women nearly $25,000 through the two scholarships,
and $1,100  in Music Festival awards.

Study of Issues Affecting Women, Resolutions

CFUW Charlottetown has a tradition of informing its
members through speakers and study groups on issues which
affect women today.  The pursuit of knowledge, promotion of
education for women especially, the improvement of the status
of women and of human rights in general - these are the
priorities of the club, and indeed of all CFUW clubs across
Canada.  

Clubs are encouraged to present resolutions for
consideration at the national level, and those resolutions which

Mildred Carr, Mildred Foster
and Lucille Hogg at the 1991
booksale!
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are approved at the CFUW Annual General Meeting become
CFUW policy.  Clubs are then requested to bring these policies
to the attention of their local Members of Parliament or
Provincial Government officials.

É
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THE FIFTH DECADE 1995-2005 
Barbara MacNevin and Dorothy MacLeod

Fortieth Anniversary

CFUW Charlottetown celebrated its fortieth anniversary in
December 1995. Guest speaker at the meeting was Elizabeth
Epperly, President of the University of Prince Edward Island.
A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the two
scholarships, the Frieda Creelman Memorial Undergraduate
Scholarship and the Margaret MacMillan Pratt Graduate
Scholarship.

A Celebration of Frieda Creelman, the artist

CFUW Charlottetown sponsored an exhibition of the
paintings of Frieda Creelman on September 1920, 1996, at the
Arts Guild in Charlottetown. Members of the public joined
CFUW members in viewing 25 of her watercolour and oil

paintings. Mrs. Creelman, a
former member of the
Charlottetown club, was a
well-known Island artist and
art teacher. When she died in
1967, the club established a
scholarship in her honour for
young women pursuing an
education in the creative arts.

In 1997, CFUW Charlottetown was presented with an award by
the Canadian Federation of University Women in recognition
of its work in producing the Frieda Creelman exhibit.

Frieda Creelman Art Exhibit, The Guild, 1996
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New Banner

In 1997, the Club decided to design a new
banner. Lucille Hogg arranged to have a
professional craftsperson work with several
members in the art of batik. Lucille drew the
basic design incorporating the new fixed link,
and the slogan CFUW Charlottetown – A
Bridge to Knowledge, Informed Action, and
Friendships.

Public Meeting on Post-Secondary Education

CFUW Charlottetown sponsored a public meeting on
January 15, 1998, during which Senator Lorne Bonnell spoke
on the Senate Report on the Future of Post-secondary
Education in Canada.

CFUW Atlantic Regional Conference 1999

CFUW Charlottetown hosted the Atlantic Regional
Conference on October 1-2, 1999, at the Stanley Bridge
Country Resort. The co-convenors were Lucille Hogg and
Maryanne Palmer. About 80 members from the 15 Atlantic
clubs and six guests from Maine, as well as the National
President, Mavis Moore, attended the event.

The key-note speaker was Wade MacLauchlin, President of
the University of Prince Edward Island. His topic was privacy
and individual rights. Workshops were held on the Charter of
Rights, volunteer participation in education, and women in
politics.

CFUW Charlottetown Wins Poster Competition
During the Atlantic Regional Conference of 1999, a

-20-



competition was held to design a poster for a national
membership campaign. Seven posters were judged, and the
winning entry was the submission by the Charlottetown club.
The winning poster was designed by Cecilia Oberholzer, a
student in the visual communications course at Holland
College.

Millennium Project – 2000

The millennium project for CFUW Charlottetown was the
reprinting of the booklet Colonel John Hamilton Gray and
Inkerman House. This booklet was written in 1973 by Helen
Lawson, a founding member of the club, as a fund-raiser for
the club’s scholarship fund. 

The booklet was reprinted as a companion piece to a one-
person show A Rowboat in the Attic, written and performed by
Lawson’s granddaughter, Nancy Beck. The tales that Beck tells
centre around Inkerman House, built by Gray and used as a
summer home for generations of Beck’s forbears. The booklet
tells the story of Colonel John Hamilton Gray’s part in
Confederation. His home, Inkerman House, was part of this
historical drama.

Resolution – Legal Aid in Canada

In August of 2003, after two years of study, CFUW
Charlottetown presented the following resolution to the CFUW
AGM for national approval:

Legal Aid in Canada
Resolved the CFUW urge the federal, provincial, and
territorial governments of Canada to enact ‘access to
justice’ legislation which will ensure that adequate
legal aid is an integral component of the Canadian
justice system; and
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Resolved the CFUW urge the federal, provincial, and
territorial governments of Canada to work
collaboratively to establish regulations and standards
which would define and guarantee effective and
accessible civil legal aid throughout Canada, and to
ensure the necessary funding to maintain their
regulations and standards.

Dorothy MacLeod presented the resolution which was passed
without amendments. This was the first time CFUW
Charlottetown, in its 48 year history, presented a resolution at
a national meeting.

Members’ Involvement at the National and Regional
Level

In 1996 Zelda MacNevin, as Chair of the National
Constitution and By-Laws Committee, presented a complete
overhaul of the National Constitution and By-Laws to the
AGM held in St. John’s, NL. Other Charlottetown members
worked with her on this committee. CFUW Charlottetown was
also asked to manage the Boutique at the 1996 AGM. Dorothy
MacLeod volunteered and was assisted by Newfoundland
members.

In 2002 at the Atlantic Regional Council meeting in St.
John, NB, Maryanne Palmer presented a revamped and updated
Atlantic Regional Council Constitution and By-Laws to the
ARC membership. Several Charlottetown members worked
with he on the committee for over two year.

In 2003, Maryanne Palmer chaired the Credentials
Committee at the AGM in Wolfville, NS. Zelda MacNevin
assisted her.
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Honours for Members

In 1996, Dorothy MacLeod was the recipient of the
prestigious Charles Frederick Allison Award, in recognition of
her ourstanding contribution as a member of the Mount Allison
Federated Alumni.

In 1997, Elaine Hammond published her first novel for
young people. Doris Anderson received an honorary Doctor of
Science degree from Acadian University in October of that
year.

Former member Rachna Gilmore received the Governor-
General’s Award for Children’s Literature in 1999.

In 2000, former member Dorothy Linkletter was
recognized for her work in establishing a local youth court in
West Island, Quebec.

Milestones for Members (May 2000)

–  45 years of service to CFUW – Doris Anderson and Lucille
Hogg
–  40 years Dorothy MacLeod
–  25+ years Barbara MacNevin, 

Zelda MacNevin,
          Maryanne Palmer 

Milestones! Ellen Cousins, Dorothy MacLeod, Barb
MacNevin, Dulcinea Andrews, Jessie Lees, Maryanne Palmer
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In Memoriam

Cecilia MacDonald December 20, 1995
Mildred G. Large June 20, 1998
Jennie Gordon October 2 1999
Mildred Foster January 14, 2001
Nancy Hoegg March 12, 2003
Carol Brehaut June 18, 2003
Daphne MacKinnon September 13, 2003
Frances (Peg) Lothian February 9, 2004

Scholarship Fund

CFUW Charlottetown has continued to provide on an
annual basis scholarships for Island women. The receipt of a
bequest of more than $250,000 from the estate of the late
Edward J. Pratt (husband of the late Margaret MacMillan Pratt)
has provided a significant increase in the resources available to
scholarships. In addition, the club has continued to hold annual
book sales and the occasional garage sale to raise funds for
scholarships.

Approximately $12,500 is now available on an annual basis
for scholarships. Two Margaret MacMillan Pratt Graduate
Scholarships, one in the Arts and one in the Sciences, are
valued at $5,000 each. The Frieda Creelman Memorial
Undergraduate Scholarship has been raised to $1,500. The club
has attempted to provide a scholarship for women returning to
university after an absence. To celebrate its 50  Anniversary,th

the club donated $1,000 to the University of Prince Edward
Island for two bursaries for female students. The club also
continues to provide a choral award of $250 to the PEI/Kiwanis
Music Festival in memory of Helen Lawson.

During the past decade, the club has given young women
$57,400 in scholarships and awards for a total over 50 years of
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$82,700 in scholar-ships and $2800 in Music Festival Awards.

A Commitment to Purpose

Despite a declining membership, CFUW Charlottetown
members remain committed to fulfilling their purpose of
promoting education, encouraging an interest in public affairs,
and improving the status of women. 

The club continues to inform its members on current issues
through guest speakers and study groups. As part of the
national body, the club works to implement resolutions adopted
as policy each year. The resolutions represent a wide range of
members’ concerns, such as education, the environment,
human rights, and issues related specifically to women.

É
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SIXTH DECADE  Lucille Hogg

An ongoing concern of CFUW Charlottetown has been with
membership numbers. Despite receiving two awards for increased
membership in 2012 and 2014, the increases have been sporadic. The
club had 12 members at the end of the decade.

In January, 2007, the club had a “Joyful-Thoughtful Celebration
and Cerebration” which had been preceded by intensive planning by
a committee and a questionnaire to members as to how to enliven the
club and increase its  membership. Many good ideas were put forth,
but the main concern expressed was “our desire to keep the club
going”. We are still going, which is good.

We continue to have ex-
cellent guest speakers,
who have informed our
members on many inter-
esting and important top-
ics. Our monthly news-
letter informs us on na-
tional concerns, and we
study, present, and dis-
cuss nationals’ proposed
resolutions before voting
on them. This activity is
our program for one or
two regular meetings,

depending on the numbers. 

During the last three years we have had programs focused on a
theme, with three programs devoted to each. The topics have been
homelessness, poverty, and education. Although these topics call for
action, that has been left to individual members. 

The increasing age and decreasing energy of our members have

Left to right: Jessie Lees, Shirley Rafuse, Heather
Huestis, Lucille Hogg, Susan Whiteside, Barbara
MacNevin, Dorothy MacLeod, Maryanne Palmer,
Gillian Garson.
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resulted in two changes in our activities. The first change was to end
our main fund-raising activity, a sale of used books. Our last and best
book sale was in 2008. Profits from these sales 
had been 75% for the Trust Scholarship Fund, and 25% for club
expenses. Due to this loss of funds to our Scholarship Trust and the
declining rate of interest on money invested in GIC’s, it became more
difficult to award our scholarships, which had totaled 11,500 per year
for several years.

The second change was also because the treasurer of the
Scholarship Trust did not wish to continue with that responsibility,
with no other member willing to accept it. That change was to
discontinue the awarding of scholarships by the club. 

After lengthy and careful con-
sideration of solutions to this prob-
lem, the University of Prince Ed-
ward Island (UPEI) was selected to
receive the accumulated trust funds
on the condition that it would
award two $5000 (or more) schol-
arships on terms agreeable to us.
The scholarships are named the
Canadian Federation of Univer-
sity Women Charlottetown
Graduate Scholarships. This
change was accomplished in 2013.
Our members were honoured at a
thank you reception at the Faculty
Lounge on June 6th, 2013, where the President of UPEI and faculty
members expressed gratitude for this donation. 

On October 19th, 2013, the charitable status of the CFUW Char-
lottetown Trust was revoked by Canada Revenue. This change
resulted in another. CFUW Charlottetown no longer needed a
scholarship committee to select the winners of the scholarships. This
had been a lengthy but satisfying process for some of our members,
and their efforts were much appreciated by the club.

Left to right: Brian Wagner [Asst. V-P
Graduate Studies], Gabriella Sanchez
[PhD student in Educational Studies],
Maryanne Palmer, Pres., CFUW
Charlottetown, and Elaa Abd-El Aziz
[UPEI President] at the reception fot
the transfer of Scholarship funds.
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In June, 2014, a national grant of money permitted a member of
a small club to attend the CFUW annual meeting. This made it
possible for both the  outgoing and incoming regional directors to
attend.

Our celebration of our 60th anni-
versary was in November 2014,
because past experiences had shown
us that travel can be difficult in
March. The first meeting of CFUW
Charlottetown was March 24th,
1955. We were delighted to have the
CFUW Atlantic Vice-President,
Grace Hollet as guest speaker, as
well as Kathleen Casey, M.L.A. who
brought greetings, and best wishes
from the provincial government. The
two remaining charter members,
Doris Anderson, our founder and
first president, as well as Lucille

Hogg were honoured at a very pleasant luncheon.

CFUW is able to enter its seventh decade because of a few active
members. They have served in various executive positions, some-
times more than once, or for numerous years in the same position.

Hard at work! Left to right: Dorothy MacLeod, Linda
Clements, Suresh Sharma, Mary Golloher, Shirley Rafuse, 
Susan Whiteside, Heather Huestis, Lucille Hogg. 2013.

Top, l to r: Heather Huestis, RD PEI,
Maryanne Palmer, President,
Grace Hollett, V-P Atlantic, 
Bottom: Doris Anderson and Lucille
Hogg ,  60  year  honorees .
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For example, the positions of president, corresponding secretary,
newsletter editor, and archivist have long been held by the same
dedicated member, Maryanne Palmer.  Barbara MacNevin has served
as our revered Treasurer for some years. Dorothy MacLeod, Lucille
Hogg, Heather Huestis, and most other members who are able, never
turn down an opportunity to fill in where needed.

Honours 

Doris Anderson was honoured as a Distinguished Alumna of UPEI
in 2009. Daphne Dumont, a former member of our club, received
the Governor General’s Award in Commemoration of the Persons
Case in 2009. Dulcinea Andrews was recognised at the 15th Annual
UPEI Recognition of Founders Ceremony in 2014.

É
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